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after tasting despair like Luther's, in his attempt to
spiritual comfort in the observances of religion.
They had exhausted both his health and his pocket, he
being
" of nature but weak, with small store of money; and
they appointed fastings, watchings, buying of pardons
and masses; in all which things they sought rather their
own gain than the salvation of my sick and languishing
soul. But at last I heard speak of Jesus, even when the
New Testament was first set forth by Erasmus. . . .
At the first reading I chanced upon this sentence of St.
Paul (Oh most sweet and comfortable sentence to my
soul): c It is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be
embraced, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, of whom I am the chief and principal.' This
one sentence did so exhilarate my heart: being before
wounded with the guilt of my sins, and being almost in
despair, that immediately I felt a marvellous comfort
and quietness, insomuch that my bruised bones leaped
for joy.55
*c Little Bilney," as Latimer always used to call him in
later life, was touched by the moral earnestness, the astringent
humour of the preacher Latimer. He saw in Latimer a
brand to be plucked from the burning. He went to
Latimer's rooms and desired Latimer " for God's sake to hear
his confession." He confessed how he had found comfort
through ignoring the priests and reading the Bible, and
asked whether Latimer would drive him back to the remedies
which had nearly brought him to despair. Latimer was
touched by his sincerity and unassuming manner. He had
always thought of these heretical Scripture students as
unpleasantly conceited young men, who affected to despise
the ordinances of the Church, and made much of their own
personal religious feelings, while they were actually ill at
ease. Latimer procured a New Testament for himself, and
as he studied it, such morbid fears as had occasionally
troubled him during his forty years of life were dissipated.
" I have thought in times past," he wrote later, " that if I
had been a friar and in a cowl, I would not have been
damned nor afraid of death, and I have been minded many
times to have been a friar when I was sore sick and
distressed."